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Prayers, Presence, Gifts and Service

Apr 3 73 Attendance & Gifts $3,931.85
Apr10 104 Attendance & Gifts $1,492.46
Apr 17 95 Attendance & Gifts $2,205.30
Apr 21 55 7 pm worship on Maundy Thursday
Apr 22 19 6 pm prayer service  Good Friday
Apr24 159 Attendance & Gifts $4,128.13

2011Average Monthly Expense: $12,226.33
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| May 8th - Chiyo Beasley - | May §th - Mary Jacobs
i Maxg 15%/ ) Qom@w}&mfug | ng 15% ~ Qmw ?m_ 3 First Christian Church!

' 4 Marilyn Barker

| May 22nd, - Michele Walker , May 22nd, - QOMMM 4 Elizabeth Freeman
. . 5 Amanda Schubert

| May 29th - Danny ﬂwwwm | | May 29th, - Ronni Hunfer | 16 Skip Hughes

et s mm s omm s s oo " 17 Afton Hensley

19 David Chambless
21 Marguerite Valdo
23 Mary Cole

26 Michele Chambless

Regina Brett, colummist for The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Obio, once wrote “45
lessons life tanght me”. 1t is the most requested Plain Dealer column ever written.
When her odometer rolled over to 90 last year, they printed it again:

21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie.

Don't save it for a special occasion. Today is special.
22. Over prepare, then go with the flow.
23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple.
24. The most important sex organ is the brain.
25. No one is in charge of your happiness but you.
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words 'In five years, will this matter?'
27. Always choose life.
28. Forgive everyone everything,
29. What other people think of you is none of your business.
30. Time heals almost everything, Give time time.

Continued next month....
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Check it out. There’s a story in Old
Testament about God providing food in the
wilderness for those who left Egypt and set
out on an uncertain journey. (Exodus 16)

Bread from heaven was there on the ground
each morning, sufficient to that days’ need. It
was the first of many lessons Israel had to
learn about stewardship.

So much of what we have is God-provided,
even when it’s earned by the sweat of our
brows or the sharing of our talents.

But they had never eaten —
“manna” before. It was Ministers
not bread, exactly, nor was

1t fruit, nor fish nor fowl. It was like
“mystery meat” at camp, slimy but satisfying.
An honest translation of the word manna ends
up as manna = what is it?

Eating manna seemed to them a bit like
feasting on spider webs, or cooking up
mushrooms found in the forest — risky even
on the best of days. They’d never eaten
manna before, but hey - Aaron tried it
yesterday and he’s still alive, so ...

First Christian will be trying something new
this summer. We will feast on the manna God
provides through a Lilly Foundation Clergy
Renewal grant. It does not replace our need
to give generously, though it adds significant
sabbatical monies to spice up summer at FCC.

With the gift of manna in the wilderness
God honored Sabbath as well, because, while
on most days any extra manna they held onto
went sour before the next day’s dawn, God
changed the rules at the end of each week.
Every Sabbath’s eve they collected two days’
worth, and none of it went bad.

Contact information for

Michele Fairfax,
Sabbatical Pastor 2011

The manna God provides will include a different
kind of preaching, leading and care-giving, no less
nourishing and no less effective and no less Spirit-
led that that which I have provided so far. But yes,
1t will be different. It will be different for me, too.

So here I am, ready to vacate the pastor’s office,
leaving behind pulpit and robe, cell phone and auto
allowance to Rev. Michele Fairfax. Yikes.

God will provide. I am sure of it. AND ... we
are beholden to one another as a faith community to
be part of God’s provisioning here, knowing that
our presence here keeps the church alive as a
healthy congregation. Maybe we should see what
manna tastes like before we reject it out of hand...

Keep in mind this grant covers “day seven” only:
interim pastor and program. It doesn’t pay for
ongoing expenses. Will FCC move forward, stand
still or back-pedal ? Time will tell, I suppose.

Join me in trusting God for tomorrow, but hold
onto each other in June and July and August with a
fierce intentionality. Step up your attendance and
“give strong”, and pray for me as I pray for you.

Did I mention how grateful I am to have this
opportunity to step back and take a fresh look at

what it means to be your pastor? «B‘g ;

Thank you all,

Available Mon -Thurs
9AM -1 PM and
by appointment
(except on Fridays)

mobile tel: 480-433-6084.
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Paz de Cristo Outreach Center

“Whatever you do for the least of My brothers and sisters, you do for Me”

April 7, 2011

Dear Friends of Paz;

I would like to express my sincere thanks to you for your
generous support with the February 28, 2011 donation of
$180.16 to Paz de Cristo from your Souper Bowl
collection. It is with the support from people like you that
we are able to provide as much as we do for as many as we
can.

This donation will help make a difference in the lives of
people struggling to make it through another day. We are
very proud to have you as members of our extended
tamily. Thank you for thinking of us and those we serve.

Paz, Michael FE Boos, Director

Global Mission Summit
Saturday, May 7, 2011

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Holiday Inn, Casa Grande, AZ

Led by Global Ministries, Bob Shebeck, Executive for
Mission Interpretation and Constituency Relationships

and Felix Ortiz-Cotto, Area Executive, Latin America

and Caribbean. LLunch & Materials Included
e Global Ministries 101
e Seven Marks of a Global Mission Church

« Global Mission Partnership

Youth Overnight June 3-5

It's time to get back up into GOD'S
cooler country. It's starting to heat
up here in the Valley and what
better way to get out of GOD'S
oven than to get up to the coolness
of Rim Country. If you've never
been before, then joinus. 1f
you've done it already, then you
know how much fun it is! You must
be a graduate of seventh grade or
older, attend youth group regularly,
have a signed permission slip and $$
paid before we leave.

What: Chi-Rho/CYF Camping Trip
When: June 3-5 2011
Where: Houston Mesa

Campground, Payson AZ

Meet Manuel Tovar of the Mexico Joined Table - a ministry connecting two

alliances of Disciples congregations, and UCC congregations in Mexico.

e Make an Action Plan!!
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Come One! Come All!
First Christian Church Vacation Bible School
When? June 12-16, 2011
Time? 5:30 O 8:00

Featuring: God — Jesus — Holy Spirit —
Food — Fun — Drama — Crafts — Songs — Art — Your Gifts

Sunday, June 26 @ 2pm to
Friday, July 1 @ 11am

Fourteen from FCC Mesa are going to Pinerock
€ f Warship and Fellowship in the mountains...
Learning and Sharing Together, Laughing, Crying

Giving them time to be one on one with God!

Please pray for thirteen FCC kids of all ages and for
Mark Line attending from FCC as Chi Rho counselor

Activities:  hiking, rock wall, high & low ropes courses, arts & crafts, water days,
messy games, tie dye, creating friendships and making memories to last a lifetime.

Blessed to be a Blessing Capital Campaign Update

Thank you to all who have been made this campaign a success with your above and
beyond giving to this 2-year capital campaign. At the halfway point we've received to
date 88% of the funds pledged! Every use of the Eaton Friendship Center is a
beautiful reminder of the gifts, talents and prayers given. Funds received during
this final year will used for the mission portion of the campaign, supporting the well
in Chepkechir and returning money borrowed to complete the project. If you have
guestions about your participation, please see Angela Thorpe. There is still an op-
portunity to be part of this project even if you did not pledge in 2010. Additional
gifts on Sundays can be marked "Capital Campaign” - or mail it to the church office.
Thank you again for the difference you make. Michele Chambless
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2011 General Assembly

There is a party going on in Nashville in July, and Zada Toohey,
Michele Fairfax, Skip Hughes, LaVerne Thorpe, Anthony

Thorpe, Angela Thorpe, Mary Jacobs, Bill Jacobs, Erin Jacobs,
Lindsey Jacobs, and Andrew Shepherd from FCC Mesa will be
part of it. You can follow the assembly online.

Well -known preachers and speakers share their perspectives
with the audience at evening worship and morning sessions.
Keynote speakers include Holly McKissick , pastor of St. Andrew Christian Church in

Repete yo! « iDilo! « &2 F0{2H

Olathe, KS; Wi | | i a m o0,PpastorlofdLoudam Ave. Christian Church in Roanoke, VA,
Brian D. McLaren , an author, speaker, pastor and networker and Marian Wright
Edelman who f ounded and | eads the Childrends

on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning and on Tuesday afternoon.

disciples.org for more info.

i

Family Fun Day 2011

Thanking two dozen
helpers who led games
or crafts, designed and
handed out flyers, in-

vited friends, made

signs, prepared food,
recruited artists, played
music or staffed booths.

Def
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Worship
Schedule

o May 1st:
9:00 am Chalice
Worship

o May 81h:
9:00 am Chalice
Worship;
10:15 am
Sunday School

o May 151h:
9:00 am Chalice
Worship;

10:15 am
Sunday School

® May 22rd:
9:00 am Chalice
Worship;
10:15 am
Sunday School

o May 29th:
9:00 am Chalice
Worship;

May 201

1 10:15 am 2 6:00 pm Sabbatical 3 4 1pm 5 6 7 Yam - 3pm
Congregational Mtg — Ouversight Team Final Mesa Global Mission
i;iZiZj[ 7:15 pm Chalice Cboir 6 pm Praise Palms Weds Summit
1pm Chi Rho & A(If;i t)R" pearsaluntil - Band Bible Study 4:30 pm Elders
CYF “
8 Mothers 9 10 11 12 13 14
Day Noon BYKOT A
6 pm Praise
Band
15 Youth— 16 17 18 19 20 21
led Worship A NEWSLETTER
1 pm Chi Rho (" DEADLINE
& CYF 6 pm Praise }
Band
221 pm CYF 23 24 25 26 27 28
@ own church 9:00 am
) Fellowshz,
00w 530 WEME 6 pw Praise of ihe F;i;d
Pag de Cristo Band
29 30 MEMORIAL 31
DAY —
Offzce Closed
6 pm Praise

Band




First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) of Mesa

805 N. Country Club Dr. Stamp
Mesa, AZ 85201-4105

L
We are on the web at Phone: 480-833-7312 Fax: 480-833-7312

www.mesadisciples.org E-mail: mesafirsk@yahoo.com Rev. Bill Jacobs, Pastor

9:00 am Chalice Worship
10:15 am Church school for all ages

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT

In our quest to embody Christian Unity, led and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we believe God calls us:

OUR VISION: To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true
— community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion for justice.

OUR MISSION: To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ,
witnessing, loving, and serving from our doorsteps to the ends of the earth.



