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Nancy Kay Hunt and Ken and Caleb Donaldson 

hang  wreaths in the sanctuary as Mark, Caleb, Craig, 

Jackie, Calvin and Shannon place crismons on the 

Christmas tree during Hanging of  the Greens. 

Ten hardy walkers from First Christian Church of Mesa joined other Christians who circled the 
city last Sunday in the first annual Ecumenical Prayer Walk.  Each congregation was assigned a 
single mile along which we walked as we prayed for folks in that neighborhood, and in the city as a 
whole, giving thanks for those who lived or worked or passed through our walk route.   

FCC walkers began at Dobson and Baseline, just northeast of Dobson High School in Dobson 
Ranch.  We hiked north over Highway 60 before ending at the corner of Dobson and Southern, with 
all the restaurants and shops along Southern to the north of us, Friendship Village and Banner 
Desert Hospital west of us and Mesa Community College just east of us.  Some even stopped at the 
bus stop to answer questions about our church and to pray for those who waited patiently there.   

Organizers report a positive response from other congregations as well: ºOverall it seems a 
consensus that we want to do this again, and to that end please mark your calendars for the first 
Sunday of the year, January 6th, 2013 for the next Mesa Prayer Walk!» writes Rev. Brant Baker.   

We are grateful that Eileen Anderson coordinated FCC participation and organized our walkers. 
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17 Angela Thorpe 

18 Mary Jacobs 

27 David James Jr. 

30 Chiyo Beasley  

30 Jerry Shepherd 

31 Kristen Way 

January  Schedu le 

4 Trisha Junkin  

9 Caleb Donaldson 

12 Alyson Bell 

13 Lindsey Jacobs 

16 Doris Bridge 

Elder 9 AM Service Schedule 

January 1st -  LaVerne Thorpe 

January 10thï Ann North 

January 15th -  Ron Wright 

January 22nd -  Chiyo Beasley 

January 29th -  Bonnie Bezon 

Prayers, Presence, Gifts and Service 

Thank you to all who once again helped out with the purchase of Christmas gifts 

for Mesa families and teen and ótween foster kids.  You made Christmas happen 

for foster kids and families, AND supported Save the Family households, AND 

embraced our Disciples' global missionaries. Because of this vital help from 

each of you, many will be touched all year long by the love and grace of God.   

Thank you to those who gave toward 
the year-end staff  Christmas bonus 

gifts.  We are aware of  many other year-
end gifts given toward mission and also  

toward individual members in the church. 

Your kindness is much appreciated. 

  If you do not see your birthday in 

our monthly celebrations list, 

please let the Church Office know. 

We donôt want to miss any parties!  

You can give all types of greeting cards a future life 

by donating them to St. Jude's Ranch for Children, an 

organization for abused, abandoned, and neglected 

children.  They earn money by removing the fronts of 

donated cards (please check to be sure the back  is 

clear of any writing) and make new ones sold in 

packets of 10.  

They cannot accept Hallmark, Disney or American 

Greeting cards.   5x7 size or smaller is preferred. You 

can mail your donations to:  

 

3ÔȢ *ÕÄÅȭÓ 2ÁÎÃÈ ÆÏÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 

Recycled Card Program  

ρππ 3ÔȢ *ÕÄÅȭÓ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ  

Boulder City, NV 89005 

THEY NOW ACCEPT USED, ALL-OCCASION 

CARDS YEAR ROUND!! 

- submitted by Kay Ann Green 

We received a Christmas card 

from Michele Fairfax. Her new 

mailing address is 3652 Carver 

School Rd.  Winston-Salem, NC 27105-4036  

and her phone number there is 336 659 5067. 

Holiday Recycling Cards 

 Attendance   Dec 4 77 

Attendance   Dec 11 83 

Attendance   Dec 18 94 

Attendance   Dec 24  135 

Attendance   Dec 25 78 

Attendance  Jan 1 63 

Attendance Jan 8 82 

Attendance Jan 15 86 
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It is already mid -January 

and we are just now sending 

out a 2012 Builder.  I hope 

the photos spark good 

memories of a joyful 

Christmas/Epiphany. 

,ÁÓÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÅÒÍÏÎ ×ÁÓ 

about the prophetic legacy 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,  

recalling how he shook up 

the church and the nation in 

his fourteen years of active 

ministry, daring to see 

beyond the narrow field of 

vision most of us have.   

He looked to  a day when 

poverty, prejudice, war 

and racism would no 

longer dominate our 

world.  (Racism is different 

than prejudice since it flows 

from a system not just a 

person.)  

He believed this could 

happen only if each person 

conferred equal dignity on 

all other persons, no matter 

their race or politics or 

gender or social status.  

Prophetic vision always 

has this kind of universalism 

about it.  King often said:  

Ȱ!Î ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÈÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ 

living until he </she> can rise 

above the narrow confines of  

individualistic concerns to the 

ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȢȰ   

Here are a few other MLK 

quotes that did not make it 

ÉÎÔÏ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÓÅÒÍÏÎ ÂÕÔ 

that bear repeating in 2012:  

ȰI believe that unarmed truth and 
unconditional love will have the 
final word in reality. This is why 
right, temporarily defeated, is 
ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÉÌ ÔÒÉÕÍÐÈÁÎÔȢȱ 
  
Ȱ(ÕÍÁÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ 
automatic nor inevitable... Every 
step toward the goal of justice 
requires sacrifice, suffering, and 
struggle; the tireless exertions and 
passionate concern of dedicated 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȢȱ    
 
ȱ4ÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÉÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ  9ÏÕ 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ 
whole staircase, just 
ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÅÐȢȱ 
 

And of course, this 

one that undergirds our 

ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ 

multicultural identity:  

Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÄÒÅÁÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 

will one day live in a nation where 

they will not be judged by the 

color of their skin, but by the 

ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢȱ  

Now, may I share an email I 

received on Martin Luther 

+ÉÎÇȟ *ÒȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȩ  

It is from a medical student 

in Germany named Theresa 

Lipski.  The first time I met 

Theresa she was only two:  

Ȱ$ÅÁÒ -ÒȢ *ÁÃÏÂÓȟ ɉ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÏÐÅ 

I got the right Mr. Jacobs :) 

This might be an email that 

reminds you of the past. Have 

you been for a year in 

Switzerland about 27 years ago 

with your wife Mary E Jacobs?  I 

am the 25 years-old child of 

Gabriele Lipski (Gabriele 

Müller), and today we had a 

long talk about the past and the 

hard times she had in the 

beginning of my life.   

She was mentioning you and 

what a blessing you were in her 

life.  She was sad about having 

lost contact to you, because of 

hard times.  

I said it would be a pleasure for 

me to find you online, if 

possible. I really hope you are 

the right person :).  Otherwise 

you will be so confused. 

My best greetings, in true 

ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ   4ÈÅÒÅÓÁ ,ÉÐÓËÉȱ 

For a few years at most, we 

treated a single mom from 

community East Germany as 

if she were a beloved child of 

God, and it moved her 

daughter to write us this 

kind note 25 years later.   

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÓÁÙȡ  Ȱ.ÅÖÅÒ 

curse the darkness when 

you see a candle that by 

ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÈÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÌÉÔȢȱ   

Ȱ)Î ÔÒÕÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎȟȱ  
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Our Annual Advent Event 

gave young and old alike a 

chance to make or purchase 

gifts for others and to make 

(or eat) Christmas goodies.  

Everyone was glad to get 

into the Spirit of  Christmas 

in singing, playing and in 

organized craft activities. 

Why not join us next year? 

òWould You Believe 

é A Stable?ó 
sparked a few tense 

encounters in Bethlehem 

between angels and 

townspeople as they 

prepared the stable for 

the birth of  a King. 
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ôTwas the Season  
To Be Jolly  
at BYKOTAõs 

2011 Christmas  
Gift Exchange 


